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About Flatirons S olutions

§ Experts in Enterprise Content Management (ECM) solutions for commercial 
and government clients

§ Specialists in XML-based single-source publishing,
digital asset management, web content management,
and content globalization

§ Full lifecycle services including strategy,
architecture, design, and implementation

§ Active participants in the OASIS DITA,
DocBook and CMIS committees

§ Offices in Boulder, CO,
Washington, DC and
Dallas, TX

§ Inc. 500 company
with over 125
consultants
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DITA in its E ssence
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DITA’s Vision

To provide a simple way of expressing and accessing content

Straightforward information in topic format

Easily reusable in any desired context

To support dynamic content delivery

Easily customized to meet each user’s needs

Easily transformable to any desired output type
 

To easily integrate and exchange content

Across multiple functional areas

Across business partners

To be scalable across both simple and complex applications

Topic types can range from very simple to highly specialized
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DITA is a Concept, Not Just a 
S yntax

• Authoring simple, straightforward content in topics

• Allowing reuse of topic content across multiple contexts

• Creating flexible assemblies of topics using maps

• Filtering topics to be included based on metadata

• Flexible output to multiple media types

• Allowing dynamic search and custom assembly from a pool of topics
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DITA Can be
Easy or Hard
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Basic DITA Topics are S imple

Topic Title

Topic Body

Sections

Basic (Unspecialized) DITA Topic

Paragraphs

Lists

Graphics

Tables

Links
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But DITA Can be Complex
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DITA Cost / Benefit Tradeoffs

Sophisticated
Search

Structural Rules 
(Topic Specialization)

Element-Level
Filtering

Topic Assembly 
and Filtering

Customized
Delivery

Element-Level
Reuse (CONREF)

Topic-Level
Reuse

Multi-Channel
Output

DITA Features / Benefits
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Topic-Based
Content

Sweet Spot for Simple Applications More Complex Apps
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What About
Microsoft Word?
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Word is S tructured Though it’s not 
DITA

Highlighting
Elements

Links and
References

Graphics and
Illustrations

Unordered and 
Ordered Lists

Tables and
Table Structure

Headings and 
Titles
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Word has a Concept of Reusable 
Objects



Copyright © 2010  Flatirons Solutions Corporation 13

Topic-Oriented Reuse in Word

Barista Guide

Espresso Machine 
Cleaning and 
Maintenance

Reusable Building Block

A Glossary of Espresso 
Drinks

Reusable Building Block

Making Good Espresso 
Every Time

Reusable Building Block

Word’s Reusable Document Building BlocksA Document Built out of Reusable Parts
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Putting it Together
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“DITA-Like” Architecture Using 
Word

Master Word
Document 

(OOXML)

Building 
Block

Building 
Block

Microsoft
Word

PDF

Word-
Based 
Topic 

(OOXML)

Word-
Based 
Topic 

(OOXML)

Library of Reusable Topics

Microsoft
Word

Authoring

Publishing
Print

HTML

SharePoint / 
MarkLogic CMS

DITA Apps
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DITA XML
<topic><title>

<section><title>

<ol><li>

<ul><li>

<p>

<table>

<image>

<xref>

<b>

<i>

<u>

Converting Word to Basic DITA

OOXML (Simplified)
<w:p style=“heading1”>
<w:p style=“heading2”>

<w:p numtype=“arabic”> 
<w:p numtype=“bullet”>
<w:p>
<w:tbl>

<w:p><w:drawing>
<w:hyperlink>
<w:t style=“bold”>
<w:t style=“italic”>
<w:t style=“underline”>
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Questions and Answers
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